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*What is the German word of the future? 



THE GERMAN ACADEMIC EXCHANGE SERVICE (DAAD) AND THE INSTITUTE OF 
MODERN LANGUAGES RESEARCH (IMLR) joined forces for the seventh time to invite 
all learners and lovers of German to take part in a German language competition 
2020-2021.

This year’s competition aimed to encourage learners of the German language to  
combine their linguistic creativity with their hopes and thoughts for the future.  
They say that new words capture the zeitgeist. The year 2020 has certainly been full  
of events and situations that inspired new words in all languages, in fact, new 
circumstances and events encourage us to create new terms to describe the world. 
Slowly but surely, these new words then become part of our everyday language. 

We therefore asked our participants What is the German word of the future?

Selected by a jury of professional linguists of the German language, the winning  
entries have been illustrated by professional designer and illustrator Max Weber,  
who has created this illustrated dictionary of German words for the years to come. 
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The DAAD London and the IMLR would like to thank all the sponsors of the German Language 
Competition - Das Wort der Zukunft for their generous contributions and their precious support 

in helping us spreading the word and advertising this project.

Thanks to all the participants to the competition who accepted the challenge and took the  
time to create a new word and sent it to us. We hope you enjoyed the process and wish you  

to continue to engage creatively with languages.

This project could not have happened without the support and help of our colleagues,  
partner organisations, the members of the jury and our contributors: 

Silke Böttcher, Jeannette Croisier, Stephan Ehrig, Susanne Frane, Rosie Goldsmith,  
Friedrich Herrmann, Paul Hoegger, Katrina James, Michael James, René Koglbauer,  
Ruth Krahe, Duncan Large, Joanne Leal, Jane Lewin, Ina Linge, Maria Roca Lizarazu,  

Silke Mentchen, Wendalyn Nichols, Claudia Ott, Verena Maria Ruf, Kathrin Kunkel-Razum, 
Domini Stone, Ralf Teepe, Max Weber, Andrea Wilczynski

Sandra Deichsel (DAAD London), Patrizia Crivelli (DAAD London) and Godela Weiss-Sussex (IMLR)

 

Sponsored by:

Keith Spalding Trust
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